Management of neurogenic bladder in female spinal cord injury patients.
Twenty-two female spinal cord injury patients were admitted to the Spinal Cord Injury Service at the West Roxbury VAMC during a period of 17 years (1965-1982). Bladder status and means of drainage were evaluated. Twelve patients (55%) required no means of drainage, nine of them were dry all the time, while the other three needed pamper support to counteract occasional wetness. Seven were on constant indwelling catheters, two were on self-catheterization, while one had an intestinal loop diversion. It appears that female spinal cord injury patients depend more on constant indwelling catheters than their male counterparts. In some instances, female paraplegics do well on self-catheterization. Catheter complications in female spinal cord injury patients appear to be less than in males.